Lumbar segmental artery pseudoaneurysm after L5 pedicle screw placement. A rare vascular complication.
Posterior lumbar screw fixation is a common surgical procedure nowadays. However, it can sometimes produce complications that can be devastating. One of the less common causes of major complication is the misplacement of a pedicle screw. This highlights the importance of being methodical when placing pedicle screws, and checking that the pathway has been created correctly and their placement. We present a case of a massive bleed after a pedicular screw placement during lumbar canal stenosis surgery. Screw malposition led to intraoperative haemodynamic instability after failed attempts to control bleeding in the surgical site. Contrast enhanced CT imaging revealed a lumbar intersegmentary artery injury that was eventually controlled by means of a coil embolisation.